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Kirkwood, and yet morning came without any
regular programme having been reached to
present his name or to work the stampede from
Weaver. "GS

The convention met in Des Moines on June
30th at Moore's Opera House, "with the house
so crowded that several of the delegations had to
be seated on the stage. There was much gossip
and speculation among the delegates as to what
was to be done, and the whole Convention was
plainly nervous and expectant of something
sensational going to happen. There was no
chosen leader to take charge of the Kirkwood
boom, or to openly antagonize the Weaver
majority."

Senator Frank T. Campbell nominated Gen-
eral Weaver; and then in turn John Russell of
Jones County, John H. Gear of Des Moines
County, Robert Smythe of Linn County, and
W. B. Fairfield of Floyd County were named.
At this point in the proceedings Dr. S. M.
Ballard arose to nominate Ex-Governor Kirk-
wood j and General Trumbull of Dubuque in-
quired if he had authority to present the name.
Dr. Ballard, "a veteran white haired Repub-
lican of imposing form", replied: "I have the
authority of the great Republican party of
Iowa". This statement was greeted with tre-
mendous cheering, and Russell and Gear imme-
diately withdrew their names, declaring they